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Anadolu uygarliklar: kanatlarimin altinda
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Erdogan Menekse ve Ali Epikman

12 Kasim 1947 tarihinde Lileburgaz’in Ahmetbey kasabasinda dogan Erdogan Menekse, havacilik ve amator fotografciliga 1960’1t
yillarda baslamis ve halen devam etmektedir.

1960’larda model ucak yapimi ile baslayan havacilik aski parastitciliikkle devam eder.

Turkiye de ilk serbest dustls fotografcisidir; koluna bagladigi fotograf makinesi ile saatte 200 km. hizla diiserken diger parastitci
arkadaslarinin fotograflarini ceker.

1966 yili ile 1986 yillar1 arasinda 9 defa Milli parastitcii olarak Tiirk takiminda (ilkemizi temsil eder ve milletler arast yarismalarda
dereceleri vardir. Aynt zamanda ilk bayan takiminin da calistiricisidir; toplam 1500 atlayis yapmustir.

18 yasinda pilot olarak hem ucar hem fotograf ¢eker; ilk ucusa basladigi ucak, tilkemizde tretilen tahtadan yapilmus, st acitk
Miles Magister ucagidir. Giniimiz pilotlarina yabanct gelecek ama ucakta fren sistemi yoktur. Bir cok degisik ucak tipinde
toplam 20.000 saate yakin ugusu ve ucus ogretmenligi vardir.

1985 yilinda New York-Gender-Ankara arasindaki bir ucusunda ti¢ adet diinya rekoru kirmis olup, rekorlar halen glinceldir ve
havacilik rekorlar kitaplarinda kayithidir.

1997 yilinda yapilan Birinci Diinya Hava Oyunlari'nda Reykavik’ten baslayip Izmir'de sona eren, 7 tiilkeye inisle yapilan uzun
menzil sirat yarislarinda birinci olarak altin madalya kazanmustir.

1998 yilinda Ata’muzin direktifleri dogrultusunda, havaci bir genclik icin kampanya baslatmis, 7-17 yas grubu gencleri 6n koltukta
ucurarak havaciliga yonlenmeleri ve sevmelerini saglamak icin bugiine kadar 550 gencimizi u¢urmustur.

Hedefi; tim Diinya semalarinda baris ve dostluk icinde ucuslar yapilmasint saglamak, havaciligin yayginlastirilmas: ve bir yasam
bicimi haline getirilmesidir.



Erdogan Menekse was born November 12, 1947 in the town of Ahmetbey within Luleburgaz county. He started his involvement
with aviation and amateur photography in the sixties and remains actively involved in both.

His love of aviation started with building model aircraft in the sixties and continued later with parachuting. He was, in fact, the
first free-fall photographer in Turkey, and took pictures of his friends during free-fall at speeds of 200 km/hour with a camera he
had tied to his arm.

Between 1966 and 1986 he was a nine-time member of the Turkish National Parachuting Team, representing Turkey at
international competitions and medaling several times. During this time he was also the trainer of the first Turkish Women’s
Parachuting Team. Over his parachuting career Mr. Menekse has made more than 1500 jumps.

At the age of 18, he started flying as a pilot and also began taking aerial photographs. The first plane he started flying with was a
Turkish built Miles Magister which was an open cockpit wooden aircraft. Another important thing about this aircraft, which is
very foreign to today’s pilots, is the fact that it did not have a braking system. He has close to 20,000 hours of flying and teaching
experience in many different types of aircraft.

In 1985, he broke three world records in a flight from New York-Gender-Ankara. These records remain unbroken and are
recorded in the aviation record books.

In 1997 at the first World Air Games, he received the gold medal for the long distance speed division over a route that started in
Reykjavik ended in Izmir and included landings in seven different countries.

Under the guiding principals of Turkey’s founder, Ataturk, Mr. Menekse started a campaign in 1998 to stimulate the interest of
youth in the field of aviation. As part of this campaign, until today he flew 550 children (aged between 7 and 17) in the pilot’s
seat in order to inculcate them with the love of aviation and flight.

Mr. Menekse’s goal is to promote the peaceful nature of flight throughout the world’s skies and to grow the interest of aviation

into a life-style for a wider range of people.
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ONSOZ / INTRODUCTION

Yillardir havadan yaptigim fotograf ¢ekimlerimi elektronik ortama gecirmeyi disindigim zaman gordim ki arsivim, 40 seneye
varan zaman icinde sararmis, lekelenmis, solmus, ancak; “Anadolu Uygarliklari Kanatlarimin Altinda” isimli bir albiim yapma
istedigim halen taptaze.

Bende ucagima binerek yeniden bir ka¢ tur yaparak yeni teknoloji makinelerle bu albimdeki gortntiileri yakaladim. Bu
albiimiin hazirlanmasinda bana pilot ve fotografci olarak asistanlik yapan Saymn Ali Epikman ve I¢ Anadolu fotograflarinin
cekiminde pilotluk yapan Sayin Taner Ozkurtoglu ve Sayin Ahmet Ozsiit'e tesekkiir ederim.

Anadolu kiiltiiriinii bu albiime sikistirmakta zorlandigimi belirtmek isterim. M.O. 6000’lere dayanan, cok yogun antik kentlerle,
imparatorluk baskentleriyle, kralliklarla, diinya sanat ustalart ve sanat eserleri ile bezenmis Anadolu icin bir tek albimin yeterli
olmayacaginit soylemek isterim.

Bu albiimdeki resimleri izlerken, sunu da distinmenizi istiyorum; diinyanin egiklik derecesi, fotograflarin ¢cekildigi mevsim,
cekim esnasindaki giinesin pozisyonu ve ¢ekim irtifasi olarak bu fotograflar tektir ve ayni pozu yakalama sansimiz milyarda
birdir.

Albtiimde benim goriisimce Aphrodisias’taki stitunlu kapi veya Kapadokya’daki doganin yapisi; Michelangelo’nun heykellerini,
Kaunos'taki sazliklar ve Milet'teki aliivyon; doganin giictinii, Kekova’daki deniz; temizligi, Stileymaniye ve Ayasofya; ihtisami,
Didim; sanati, tiyatrolar; sosyal iliskileri, mezarlar ve tapmaklar; inanci, kaleler; savunmasizligs, limanlar; ulasimi sembolize
etmektedir.

Daha fazla sevgi dolu bir diinya icin, benimle bu mutlulugu paylastiniz, tesekkiir ederim.

Erdogan Menekse

As T decided to convert my years of aerial photography to an electronic format, T discovered that my archive of about 40 years of
materials had turned yellow, gotten stained and/or had lost its original clarity. However, my desire to create an album to be
named “Anatolian Civilizations Under My Wings” was still fresh and clear.

I jumped in my airplane and made a few tours in order to re-take these pictures with a new technologically advanced camera.
I would like to thank Mr. Ali Epikman who assisted me as a pilot and photographer and Mr. Taner Ozkurtoglu and Mr. Ahmet
Ozsut who helped me as pilots during the central Anatolia shoots.

I would like to mention that it was hard to attempt fitting the culture of Anatolia into this album. dating back to 6000 B.C., with
many ancient cities, imperial capitals, kingdoms, world known artisans and artifacts, I would like to say that a single album for
Anatolia would not be enough.

As you look at the photographs in this album, I also would like you to consider that due to the inclination of the axis of the
world, the season during which the photographs were taken, the position of the sun during the shots and the height they were
taken from; these photographs are one of a kind and it would be a one in a billion chance to catch the exact frame again.

In this album, I have found a symbolic relationship between the following:

The columned gates of Aphrodisias or the natural structure of Cappadocia to Michelangelo’s sculptures; the Marshlands of
Kaunos and the alluvium plain in Milet to the power of nature; the sea in Kekova to cleanliness; Suleymaniye and Hagia Sophia
to grandeur; Didyma to art; theathers to social interactions; graves and temples to belief; castles to our defencelessness; and the
ports to transportation.

Thank you for sharing the happines for a world filled with more love.

Erdogan Menekse



Fotograf asrimizin en 6énemli ugraslarindan biri. icadindan bu yana biiyik asama geciren bu teknolojik bulus, dijital teknolojinin
de bulunmasi ile bir devrim yapti ve telefonlarla gtinliik hayatimiza kadar girdi. Biitlin gorsel sanatlarin da esasini teskil ediyor.
Belgesel olusunun yanisira sanatsal yonu de vardir. Fotograf insana gezmeyi, gormeyi, cevreyi incelemeyi, sorgulamayt da
oOgretir.

Sozium odur ki,

Erdogan Menekse'nin pilot olusu; cevreye her fotografcidan farkli bir bakis acist da kazandiriyor. Kendisi ile goriistigimiiz
zamanlarda yukaridan diinya nasil goriintiyor diye sorardim. O da hocam bakmaya bagli derdi. Gectigimiz gtinlerde bir albim
projesi ile geldi yanima. Bizim goremedigimiz bakis acilarindan ¢ekilmis giizel fotograflar. Kendimi sorgulamaktan da alamadum.
Cunku bir ¢cok defalar fotograflarini ¢ektigim yerleri tanimakta gticlik cektim.

Erdogan Menekse ucarken bosluga, bos bakmanus. Oniimde duran fotograflar bunu gosteriyordu. O meslegi icab1 uctugu
yorelerde bizim goremeyecegimiz agilardan Anadolu'ya bakmis ve gontl gozi ile fotograflar cekmis.

Sectigi konulara bakis acist, kompozisyonlart basarili. Fotograflarin belgeselligi yaninda bir ¢cok fotografi artistik. Erdogan
Menekse'nin, gerek 15181 iyi kullanmasi, zamani iyi se¢cmesi, gerekse konularini cercevelemesi fotograflarini basarilt kiliyor.
Dogrusu fotograflar kanatlarinin altindan, bizlerin gbremeyecegi acilardan ¢ekilmis. Basarili calismalarin Grind.

Tebrikler, Erdogan Menekse'nin goziine, gonliine saglik.

Sitk: Firat

Photography is one of the most important occupations of the last hundred years. The technology behind photography has gone
through many steps and was most recently revolutionized with the invention of digital technology, enabling even the use of
camera phones to enter into our daily lives. Photography is the backbone to all visual arts. Photography not only is documental
but is also artistic. Photography encourages people to travel, to see, to examine our surroundings and to question.

I would like to say that being a pilot gives Erdogan Menekse a perspective that is different than most photographers, a different
angle of view. During the times I used to meet with him, I asked him how the world looked from above. He simply said “my
teacher, it depends on how you look at it.” A few days ago, he came to meet me about this album project. Beautiful
photographs taken from an angle I had not seen. I could not help but question myself because many times, I had trouble
recognizing the places I myself had taken many photographs of.

While flying, Erdogan Menekse did not look into emptiness with empty eyes, and the photographs in front of me prove this. In
the regions which he flies regularly due to his work, he looked at Anatolia from angles we can not see and took photographs
with his heart’s eye.

In the subjects Menekse has chosen to photograph, he has succeeded in both his composition and the selection of his view
points. Many of his photographs not only merit praise from a documentary standpoint but also from an artistic view. Erdogan
Menekse’s use of light and time of day, as well as his framing of the subjects makes his photography succesful. In reality, these
photographs are products of a successful endeavor and were taken from angles we can not see far below his wings.

Congratulations Erdogan Menekse and health to your eye and your heart.

Sitkt Firat

B e |
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“Anadolu Uygarliklart Kanatlarimin Altinda” adli kitabinda yazar Erdogan Menekse, sizi mesleginin biitiin becerisini kullanarak
gercekten pilot koltugunun yanindaki yardimci pilot koltuguna oturtuyor ve ¢evrenizi yine, edindigi diger bir meslek olan
“fotografcilik” penceresinden gérmenizi sagliyor.

Turkiye'nin saymakla bitmeyen kiiltir varliklarini doganin giizellikleriyle siisleyerek sunan sanatkir, bunlar size izletirken tg
cok 6nemli basartya imza atiyor.

Bunlarmn birincisi kuskusuz ki, onlart en gorkemli acilarindan yakalamis; digeri zamanlamay: en dogru bir sekilde gerceklestirmis
ve bir digeri de en ince ayrintinin bile tadina varabilecegimiz yakinlasmaya ulasmis olmasidir, diye diistiniiyorum.

Tum bunlara fotograflarin kiltiir varliklarimizin en giincel durumlarini yansitmakta olduklarint da eklemeliyiz.

Sanatkir, bu fotograflari, cektigi ytizlerce poz icinden, ¢cok zor oldugunu bildigim bir secimle, kapsaminin ¢ok genis olacagina
inandigim ilgililerin hizmetine sunarken, verdigi ol¢tlu bilgiler, tagslamalar ve yorumlarla da yapitint zenginlestirmektedir.

Sizler de benim gibi, Pilot Erdogan Menekse'nin yaninda ucarken cok keyif alacak, cok sey gorecek ve 6greneceksiniz.
Sayin Menekse'yi kutluyor, basarilar diliyorum.
Ankara, 12 Ekim 2006

Profesor Dr. Orhan Bingol

In his book named “Anatolian Civilizations Under My Wings” the writer Erdogan Menekse with all his skills as a pilot seats you
next to him in the co-pilot’s seat and using his talents in his other profession “photography” enables you to see the surroundings
from the view of a photographer.

The artist achieves three major successes while he presents the uncountable cultural aspects of Turkey adorning each with their
natural beauty.

I think the first one of these successes is undeniably the fact that he photographed the subjects from angles to show their
immense grandeur, the second is the timing of the photographs and the third is the fact that he managed to get close-ups that
allow us to enjoy even the smallest details.

We should also add that all these photographs also reflect the up to date conditions of our cultural heritage.

The artist presents the photographs in this album to a large scope of people who will be interested in his work; after
painstakingly choosing them from the hundreds he took and then enriching them with well measured information, a bit of satire
and his interpretations.

Like myself, you all will have a lot of joy flying next to Pilot Erdogan Menekse in this album and see and learn a lot.
I congratulate Mr. Menekse and wish him much success.
Ankara, October 12, 2006

Professor Dr. Orhan Bingol



Ulkemin binlerce yillik bu giizelliklerinin,

degisik bir acidan gorintileriyle dolu bu albiimd,

bana 9x9 siyah beyaz ve korikli bir fotograf makinesi ile
fotografciligt, model ucakeilik ile

havaciligi 6greten rahmetli babam Mahmut Menekse ve
havacilik hayatimda isimlerini yazmakla bitiremiyecegim

ucus Ogretmenlerimin adina Ata’'mizin manevi kizi

Bas Ogretmen Sayin Sabiha Gokcen’e
ithaf ediyorum.

I dedicate this book, which depicts the beauty of my
country over the centuries from a unique perspective; to
my late father Mahmut Menekse who taught me
photography with a 9X9 black and white bellowed camera,
model aircraft building, and aviation. I also would like to
dedicate this book to the adopted daughter of Ataturk,
Sabiha Gokcen, our greatest teacher in aviation; as well as
my many other teachers, the names of which would not all
fit in this book.



Hellenistik donemin en inlii kentlerinden Bergama’'nin Akropoli: Sag altta Ginlt Zeus Sunagrnin (Bergama Altary) temeli, onun tstiinde

Athena kutsal alaninin kalintilariyla saraylar yer aliyor. Ortadaki tiyatro Tiirkiye'nin en erken tiyatrolarindan biridir. Oniinde, Dionysos
Tapinagy; arkasinda ise Trajan Tapinagi goriilmektedir.

The Acropolis of Pergamon, one of the most well known cities of the Hellenistic Age. To the bottom-right there is the Zeus Altar (Pergamon
Altar), above that are the ruins of the Sacred Athena Square and the ruins of the sarays. The theater to the middle is one of the oldest theater
ruins in Turkey. In the front there is the Temple of Dionysos and bebind that the Temple of Trajan is visible.
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Note
This book contains 227 colour illustrations, hard cover with boxes and short stories.




